SANS-SOUCI  AND  COBLENZ

them and its clergy. That modern denominational con-
sciousness based on historical tradition, which often made
the Prince's Protestant sympathies stand out sharply, was

alien to his wife. What success her bid for popularity in
the Rhine country had was shown inter alia by what Count
von cler Kecke-Volmerstein wrote to me on October 9,

1863 ; that perfectly loyal people on the Rhine were advis-
ing that the King should not attend the festival of the
building of the cathedral, but that he should rather send
her Majesty, * who would be received with enthusiasm/
An example of the effective energy with which she sup-
ported the wishes of their clergy wan furnished by the
modification which had to be made in the building of the
so-called Met/, railway because the clergy had taken up
the case of a churchyard which would be disturbed by it.
They were so successfully supported by the Empress in the
matter that the direction of the line was changed, and
difficult engineering had to be carried out ad hoc.

On October 27, 1877, von Billow, the State Secretary,
wrote to me that the Empress had applied to Minister
Falk for a travelling subvention to an ultramontane
painter, who not only had no wish for it himself, but was
occupied upon the glorification of Marpingcn with paint-
ings. On January 25,. 1878,111* (von Billow) informed me;
4 Before his departure (for Italy] the Crown Prince had a
very stormy scene with the Empress, who desired that as
the future sovereign of eight million Catholics, he should
visit the venerable old Pope, When the Crown Prince*
upon his return, presented himself to the lunperor, the
Empress had also come clown (from her own apartments).
The conversation taking a turn that did not please her
concerning the attitude of King Humbert, and then com-